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Fairtrade Quiz – True or False 

1. Promoting Fairtrade is at the expense of local producers
False. FT isn’t in competition with UK farmers. Most FT products are tropical such as tea, coffee, rice and bananas and not grown here. Others such as apples, grapes and oranges are only imported when not in season here or when not enough are produced to meet demand. It is up to each school to balance concerns of local and global farmers. 
2. Buying Fairtrade provides education for children in the developing world. 

True – indirectly. The Fairtrade foundation isn’t a charity so doesn’t build schools itself, but it does provide a guaranteed premium which is then used for community projects which help build schools, provide clean water, protect the environment etc
3. Fairtrade helps the environment 

True – premium enables farmers set up projects, e.g. Brazil nut farmers in the rainforest in Brazil, Peru and Bolivia are playing a vital part in preserving the Amazon rainforest.  The Amazon is under threat as an estimated 20,000 square miles of forest is logged and cleared each year to make way for cattle grazing and biofuel crops. 

Gathering brazil nuts means local communities can earn a living without cutting down precious timber resources.  The presence of traditional communities in the heart of the forest also makes it harder for illegal loggers to operate. 

The Amazon rainforest is often described as the lungs of the world.  The forest continuously recycles carbon dioxide – one of the major drivers of climate change – and generates 20 percent of the world’s oxygen this way.  Tropical rainforests are home to more than half of the world’s estimated 10 million species of plants, and one-fifth of the world’s fresh water is in the Amazon basin. FTF website.    

What about Airmiles? Most FT products are transported by ship, flowers routinely transported by air (to keep them fresh). Transport is one small element of carbon footprint (grown, packaged and dist to shops within the UK, plus consumer journey to shop, waste disposal etc). FT premiums can enable farmers to set up own environmental projects. A flower grown in Kenya and flown into the UK emits 5.8 times less carbon than one that has been industrially produced in a hot house in the Netherlands (Williams A 2007 Cranfield University). Fairtrade Schools Action Guide FAQs
4. Fairtrade products are always more expensive than conventional products. 

False. Whilst most products are a slightly higher price, this only reflects the fact it guarantees a fair deal for farmers and producers. Guaranteed prices = protection from market fluctuations, enough to meet basic needs. Bananas in Sainsburys – no price increase! Also the premium. Once demand increases – then price will level off. Coffee and tea not always more expensive.
Question to consider: How can we learn to consume less and pay more? Ft requires a change in our behaviour
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