County Pupil Council

Minutes- 23rd March, Spring Term 2010
1. Notes from Pyramids/ Partnerships:
· EDEP – Olympics, workshops, cultures coming together, community – local & global & racial.

· Chesil – Contract buses, first buses (problems), bullying.

· Woodroffe – Food hygiene, school meals, healthier.

· Shaftesbury – planting trees, bench, changing rooms, eco status.

· Christchurch – Community projects, working on wrecks, celebration event, council event, equality of life for young people.

· DASP – Meeting soon.

· NYP – Nuclear trip, disability equality – find out experience – political education in secondary school, safety handbook (internet safety and other safety).

2. Notes from Workshops:

Workshop 1: Sustainability and Transport

Discussion on key themes that are of concern to us:

Travel to school

Bike theft is a concern that stops bike use – resolve this with Shelter locks or provision of individual locks

Walking in wet weather; needs to be encouraged through the use of Coats & Wellies

Eco-schools

We like the Eco-school agenda, but we want it focussed at an Eco-classroom level

Encourage anaerobic digestion – septic tanks.

School buildings – cut down Porto cabin use, improve efficiency, insulate school buildings, improve use of renewable energy

School meals

School meals – traceability, local, fair-trade, presentation

What we would like to happen next time?

Questions & invited speakers

- Where can young people obtain free ID?

- Invite Hilary Cox (Elected Member for Environment and Sustainability) and possibly someone who works Dorset County Council to talk about the issues

- Universal travel cards

- Invite Peter James from The Duchy to talk about Anaerobic digestion.

· Meet energy advisors – CPC representatives

· Work with the Eco Manifesto that was written by CPC last year
Workshop 2: Drugs & Alcohol 

- How can we prevent misuse of these substances?

Drugs and alcohol- Discussion
· Shock tactics, real life stories, inclusion in science lessons

· Technical term of drug

· Teachers to ‘text book’

· Progression of alcohol and drug misuse

· An ‘experience’ teaching – Police, cell, prison, go through the experience.
· Identification ‘mock’ of drugs to show to Y9 PSHE

· Peer pressure teaching – open discussions

· How drugs and alcohol affect ASBO’s and how that affects your life.

· Bring more issues up in school council
How would YOU like to be thought about drugs and alcohol?

· Facts about prescribed drugs up to year 6 (mild alcohol)

· Be taught factually about drugs in Y5/Y6 – but only lightly

· Real life stories at Y7/Y8; heavier stories at Y9/Y10

· Progression of alcohol and drug misuse

· All children getting an opportunity to talk – once a week – continuously learning about real life, just as important as Maths and English
· Year 6 SATS are too heavily focussed

· Harold should not talk down about drugs

· Promotion of support services – shadows 

· Interactive teaching of peer pressure – shark

What we would like to happen next time?

Send representatives to the PSHE Teachers meeting
Invite life education man to next meeting

Workshop 3: Media Image

Discussion Notes:

· Media rep per school/ pyramid
· Contact senior forums

· Develop intergenerational template

· Music sessions

· Interactive activities between young people and elderly

· Combining youth and young groups together, e.g. ballroom youth centres

· Learning day teaching skills

· Youth offenders scheme – bonding

· Teenage Awardship Schemes 13-19 years- Nominations from CPC. (Simon to circulate poster with notes)

· Get funding

· Mix younger and older generation

· Questionnaire about younger people from elderly point of view

· Choose 2 media reps from each pyramid and tell the press

· Be aware of school’s media policies

What we would like to happen next time?

Develop a Questionnaire asking about older people’s view of young people – Planning out the questions.

Media Rep – Pyramid – 2 reps – Head – Vice

Plan an intergenerational activity
Invite Toni Coombs (Elected Member for Children and Young People), Mel Craven (Communications Officer); Sue Warr (Dorset County Council)
Press Release- Before and After

Look at funding to promote a Positive Image

Workshop 4: Rights and Respect
Rights Respecting Communities- What does a child-friendly community look and feel like and what are the benefits to children?

Benefits

Not just youth clubs but somewhere else to go so not just wandering around.  A place that has basketball hoops, football pitch and a shelter or a hall where we could do sport (inside football pitch).  It should have a chill-out zone as well with x-box and dance mats.  

Clubs and activities to have something for boys and girls.  

Different activities at youth clubs

Youth clubs open for longer 

Youth centres are a good idea but need;

· Transport – to make sure young people can get to clubs and this should be free

· Different activities

· Young people to help plan activities

· Different age nights

· Not too expensive 

Leisure centres – have a loyalty card so we can get in for free or at a reduced rate if you go so many times

Media image – more positive image of young people in the papers.

No stereotypes of children and young people – get rid of these by;

· Publicity of what we are trying to do

· Events in the community

· Get respect

· Challenge perceptions – should be about personality not what you wear

Community Events to gain respect

This group could contact each other via schools through Simon.

These events will show the adults what we can do and we will be doing something for the community.  They will bring different ages together.  They will help get respect.

People from the press to attend so they can see what we are doing and put it in the paper

Need adults to help us

We need to share our ideas with the positive images group

An event for the whole community;

· Talent competition with celebrity judges eg. JLS

· Concert – consider age groups and the music they like

· Fair with rides and stalls

· Shared interests between adults and children that they could work together on and have fun eg break dance classes, knitting – a skill exchange

Whole community to do something and possibly link in with a national fundraising event such as Children In Need etc

Possibly include a sea theme or location as Jurassic coast – possibly a big event on the beach in the summer with a BBQ with celebrity chefs.  We could roll these out and do them 1 place at a time.  

What we would like to happen next time?

· Need to figure out how we would fund these 

· Ask the County Pupil Council reps whether this is a good idea, where, when, what and how they could run events in their area 

· Get information about the event to Mike Hillary as he has a newsletter
· Get press to our next Council meeting in the summer term 

Workshop 5: Bullying

The group developed a list of top tips for stopping bullying:

· Tell an adult

· Don’t retaliate

· Ask to stop 

· Keep the evidence

· Try to avoid them

· Ignore them

· Get some support for the bully

· Report it

The group produced a letter to go to schools about a poster competition. Member of County Pupil Council will be asking students to send in poster designs to stop bullying. The Bullying group members will judge the competition at the next CPC meeting. The winning posters will be printed and sent out to schools.
What we would like to happen next time?

Information on the Diana Anti-Bullying Award- Have to be nominated by someone through school

Judge the poster competition

All CPC members to take away the Top Tips list and come back with suggestions for two more

3. What makes a good school council?
	Group 1


	Group 2
	Group 3
	Group 4

	A school

Members

Input

Passionate

Friendship

Listening

Confidence

Discussion

Head and secretary

Action

Members of staff input

Reliable

Organised

Frequent meetings

During the job

Rights and responsibilities

Student – teachers relationships to be improved

Relevant information – up to date
	Elections

Fundraising

Communication

Everything

Ideas

Cooperation

Good education

Chaired by young people

Fun

Good points

Excitement

Good decisions

Agenda

Meeting

People representing

Helping

Personal views

Children’s views

Discussion

Perseverance

Paper! Notebooks

No adults

Productive stupidity

Chairman

Friendship

People who can make a difference

Secretaries

Good language

Good ideas

Good actions

Responsibility
	Confident

Money

Positive

Different opinions

Good listener

Good chair – to lead

Adult supervising/but not controlling

Age range

Gender range

Helpful


	Chair person

Vice chair person

Organisation

Frequent meetings

Meeting rooms

Members

Debates

Meetings

Cooperation

Elections

Ideas

Teachers in the school

Agendas

Communications

People to support

Children views

Listening

A school

Discussion

Public views

Rights and responsibilities

Personal views

Communication

Friendship-[p

Input

Confidence

Positive views

Money
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