The 2012 Olympic Torch Relay
Some Olympic Facts:

9 million tickets sold – the fastest selling Olympic Games ever!

10,500 Olympic athletes

4,200 Paralympic athletes

6,000 coaches

20,000 members of the press

70,000 volunteers (Games Makers)

205 nations involved

Size of the Olympic Park – 357 football pitches

The aim of the Games in Britain – “To stage an inspirational Olympic and Paralympic Games that capture the imagination of young people and leave a lasting legacy”

Torch Relay Facts

UK Torch Relay Dates – 18 May – 19 July 2012

The torch is ignited at the Temple of Hera in Greece using a parabolic mirror to capture the rays of the sun.  The torch goes on a 5-day tour of Greece before it is handed over to the UK at the Olympic Stadium in Athens

The reason for the torch is that in Ancient Greece heralds were sent out around the country with torches to tell everyone about the games and to encourage people to participate.

In the UK the torch will pass within an hour of 95% of the population.

The torch relay will start at Land’s End on 18 May.

8,000  torch bearers each carrying the torch for 300m

4,000 of these will be aged 12-24
90% of torch bearers will be members of the pubic – this is the highest ever

Torch bearers are chosen by local judges

18,000 miles of travel (some on vehicles)

70 days of relay

8,000 torches, bearers and uniforms

350 crew members to make it happen

14,184 hotel rooms based on everyone sharing 

75,600 meals

56,000 laundry items

45 vehicles

12,000 written agreements with local towns and businesses

1,000,000s of photo opportunities and chances to showcase the best of Britain.

12 July – Torch Relay arrives in Weymouth and there is an evening celebration.

13 July - Torch Relay arrives in Bournemouth and there is an evening celebration.

The aim of the torch relay is to be a Golden Thread linking all the parts of Britain and to showcase the very best of Britain

Guiding Principles of the Torch Relay

· A torch relay for everyone with a focus on youth
· A sustainable games and a sustainable relay – the convoy is the smallest ever and all sponsors have been encouraged to give away keepsakes rather than throwaways
· The relay should showcase our green and beautiful country
· The relay should show Britain’s multicultural and diverse population
· A relay for our time – local people should decide what happens to the relay locally.
A Typical Torch Relay Day

5am start for the crew

7am start for the relay

Average 110 bearers per day

Average 100 miles covered each day

The torch will pass through cities, towns, villages and hamlets

The torch will be carried using different modes of transport – horse, skateboard, bike etc…

Lunchtime stops will be organised around special places eg taking the torch and mascots to local schools
On 66 nights there will be an evening celebration showcasing local talent

Torch Design
The torch was designed by Barber Osgerby

The torch and relay has a gold colour theme

The motto is ‘Moment to Shine’

The torch has three sides to signify the third time the UK has held the Games and the Olympic Motto of ‘Faster, Higher, Stronger’
There are 8,000 small circular holes in the torch which represent the 8,000 bearers and also make the torch lighter to carry for young people.

The torch is 80cm high and weighs 800g

It is made from aluminium and has a double skin to protect the bearer.

